Carers needed to help train Devon Partnership Trust staff
Devon Partnership Trust (DPT) is looking for carers who have experience of caring for someone
with a mental health problem or caring for someone with a learning disability to help train their
staff. Ian Henwood from DPT’s ‘Together’ programme says:

“Evidence shows that when carers are included in a therapeutic alliance with healthcare
professionals and the person that they care for, the outcomes are better for everyone. It
is important for staff in DPT to be able to identify carers on or around first contact. To
enable this to happen, DPT has co-designed with carers, Carer Awareness Training for
all its staff”

DPT are now looking for carers who have experience of caring for someone with a mental
health problem or a learning disability to help with the delivery of these sessions either by
helping to facilitate and / or to tell the story of their carer experience.

DPT will be starting a pilot of one-hour sessions for all staff teams in Torbay between May and
December. The plan is then to roll this training out to the rest of their workforce across Devon
(which has some 80 or so staff teams!) They are seeking as many carers as possible who would
be willing to take part so that they wouldn’t be relying on just a few people to help.

Carers have also co-designed training to be delivered as part of the corporate induction to DPT
for new staff. These are 2-hour sessions that take place every month and they are looking for
carers to help facilitate and / or tell their story for these sessions as well.

Travel expenses will be reimbursed and DPT can offer £10 per hour for your time. If anyone is
interested, please contact Ian Henwood at e-mail: ianhenwood@nhs.net for more information. If
you don’t have e-mail you can contact Devon Carers to register your interest and we can pass
your details on to Ian. Call our helpline on 03456 434 435.
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